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Cringleford Primary School Calculation Policy 
 
 

Glossary of key terms: 
 

Concrete – The first stage of learning new content. New mathematical 
concepts are taught using physical objects to allow children to ‘see’ the 

maths happening in front of them 
 

Pictorial – Maths is now represented as images and pictures, either 
printed or drawn by the children themselves. This method gives visual 
value to the maths that children are learning but removes it from their 

hands and commits it to paper. 
 

Abstract – The ‘numbers’ stage of maths. Children will have seen the 
actual numbers all the way through their learning, but this stage 

removes other visual scaffolding for the maths at hand. 
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